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Experience of Primitive Christians. 


[The late celebrity of Mrs. H. B. Srowe, the au- 
thorees of ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’ has recalled our 
attention to the following article of hers, published 
some seven years ago in the N. Y. Evangelist, which 
pleased us so much at the time that we copied it into 
The Perfectionist. It is a fact that should be noted 
as a new thing, and one of the sigus of the times, 
that a deyotee of orthodox and almost Perfectionist 
piety, has become the most attractive and successful 
writer in the world.] 

Let every Christian open his New Testa- 
ment, and follow with us this question—W hat 
Aave mortal men and women like us felt and 
attained, by the power of the gospel of Christ ? 
In opening our New Testament and reading, 
especially in the epistles, we are struck with 
the extreme joyousness, vivacity and hope, that 
breathe through their whole atmosphere. It is 
like a green wood on a still Sabbath morning, 
fragrant with flowers, glancing with sunshine, 
ringing everywhere with wild, spontaneous 
bursts of gratulation and praise. What are 
the words which strike us most frequently, as 
we turn page after page—love, joy, peace— 
joy unspeakable—praise, thanksgiving, glory! 
The Christian church, according to the apos- 
tles, was rather a procession of royal priests, 
going to Mount Zion with exultation, with 
palms in their hands, than a long defile of weep- 
ing, self-convicted culprits, doubting, fearing, 
trembling and groaning under burdens. In 
order to give a full contrast to the apostolic 
style of viewing the Christian life, and that of 
our own time, let us imagine a little seene.— 
Let us suppose that in one of those too long 
periods which now seem to be matters of course 
in the church, and are denominated with such 
resignation as periods of declension, that by 
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a third. ‘He has some enthusiastic notion in 
his head !? says a fourth ; ‘ what does he mean 
by being ‘dead to sin,’ and ‘having over- 
come the world?’ Very dangerous notions, 
I’m afraid he is getting unsound; or may be 
it’s all nervous excitement. 

But if the meeting is astonished at brother 
X., brother X. is no less astonished at the 
meeting. He listens to a long prayer, the 
whole drift of which seems to be to lament the 
want of any particular interest in religion, and 
to confess a very urgent and decided interest 
in the things of this world, and he really pities 
the brother for having unaccountably come to 
such analarming state ; but he soon finds by 
appearances, that the good brother is in no way 
alarmed or distressed, and discovers also by the 
drift of the remarks that follow, that this state, 
though acknowledged truly lamentable, is to 
be the understood order of thingsin the church, 
| till there comes another revival. Much to his 
astonishment, he finds himself thusaddressed— 
‘Why, brother X. what has come over you? 
What is this state of feeling you express ? you 
must be in a most uncommon state of mind! 
What do you mean by being in Christ and 
Christ in you, being dead to sin, and overcom- 
ing the world?’ ‘To which with equal surprise 
he replies—* Why, brethren, what do you mean, 
by not being in this state? Is not Christ also 
in you? Are you not dead to sin and alive to 
God? Are you not led by the Spirit of God ? 
What, know ye not that the Lord Jesus is a 
you, except ye be reprobates 7? 

‘ Why,’ insists another, ‘ this is strange lan- 
| guage—it issomething that Ieannot quite geé 
| at—it seems to have some scriptural warrant, 
| too; but pray tell us how you came to feel so !” 

‘Why, here is the New ‘festament—the 
holy apostles, St. Peter, Paul and John— 
pray, how else according to them, should one 
feel’? replies X. 

‘Well,’ says another, ‘I know there are 
many such things in the Bible, to be sure, but 
it isn’t very common for people to attain to 





them. I’m sure it’s high above me. I’m in 
a very cold state, for my part, I know. I feel 


condemned for it, every day.’ 

‘Cold!’ says X.; you a son of God, you an 
heir of God, and cold! And did you not to- 
night say in prayer, that the world attracted 
you so strongly that you could scarcely fix your 
thoughts on God! How is it that the world 
could have such power over you, if Christ is 
in you and you in him?’ 

‘ But that is what I don’t feel,’ replies the 
other. ‘ This is a very unusual mode of pre- 
senting the subject. I am not conscious of any 
such union to Christ as that you express. 

© I sometimes think myself inclined 





some strange metempsychosis the soul of some 
good brother should in his sleep be abstracted, 
and its place in the body be suplied by the soul 
of some primitive saint, warm from the exhor- 
tativns and teachings of Peter, Paul and John: 
and suppose the good brother, thus inwardly 
transformed, goes to lead in the weekly church 
prayer-meeting. Would not his exhortations 
and prayers, und the general style of his ap- 
pearance, strike his neighbors as something en- 
tirely new? While they hear him, with Paul, 
exulting that in all things he is more than 
conqueror through him that loved him ; that he 
is led by the spirit of God, and the Spirit itself 
beareth witness with his spirit that he is a child 
of God, an heir of God, and a joint-heir with 
Christ ; that he is persuaded that neither hight 
nor depth can separate him from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus his Lord ; that he 
has become dead to sin by the body of Christ, 
and that being dead to sin he can no longer 
live therein ; that his heart condemns him not, 
and therefore he hath confidence toward God ; 
that he keeps Christ’s commandments, dwells 
in Christ and Christ in him, and hereby doth 
he know that Christ abideth in him, by the 
spirit which he hath given him ; that he is born 
ot God and overcometh the world, and this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even 
his faith. 

Cannot our readers imagine, that though 
every word of this is quoted from Paul and 
John’s account of ordinary Christian experi- 
eace, that if spoken out with honest fervor as 
the present experience of brother X., it would 
produce quite a sensation ina church prayer- 
meeting ? 

‘Why, what’s the matter with brother X. 
to-night’? says one. ‘ Quite waked up —seems 
to be much revived!’ says another. ‘ Has 


To love Him, if I could; 
But oftener feel another mind, 
Averse to all that’s good.’ ’ 

‘Ah, poor brother !’ says X. in astonishment, 
‘by what lamentable chance art thou thus fal- 
len? Such a state, doubtless, fills thee with 
anxiety and agony.’ 

‘Well, I can’t say as to that,’ replies the 
other. I think it does cost me some anxiety, 
at times; but I can’t say I expect much in 
this life. I hope the Lord will cut short the 
conflict in death.’ 

‘For my part,’ says another, ‘ these hights 
and depths are not for me. Ministers, and 
men who have leisure to study and examine 
the Bible, may have them ; but for me, I am 
so pressed down with care and business that 
must be attended to, that it’s impossible for 
me to get into this state. I hope I have a 
general purpose to serve the Lord, but my busi- 
ness engagements won’t allow of much spir- 
itual attainments.’ 

‘But,’ says X., ‘what does being fervent in 
spirit mean, while one is diligent in business? 
Does not fervent mean burning, ardent with 
love to Christ ?? 

‘ Well, I suppose we ought to,’ says the oth- 
er; ‘but you know nobody ever does as they 
ought to. I never saw the Christian that dared 
to say as much as you did to-night! that their 
conscience did not condemn them—that they 
were dead to ain, and had overcome the world. 
That looks to me like Perfectionism !’ 

‘ But, my dear brother, does not Paul say in 
the name of all Christians—How shall we that 
are dead ta sin live any longer therein? and, 
Likewise reckon ye yourselves dead to sin, but 
alive untv God. Now he did mean something 
by this: what do you think it was? Did it not 
mean that his heart was so drawn and absorbed 





there been any special interest up where he has 
been visiting, that’s set him on this track 7’ says 


by Christ, that all temptation to worldliness 


| more than if he was dead; whereas he was alive 
| to God—-warm, active, ardentin spiritual things? 
'In the same way he says, I am erucified with 
Christ, yet I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me. Don’t you feel the full meaning 
of this ?? 
| ‘Don’t think I ever did. There was a time, 
|for about a month last year, in the revival, that 
he felt very much engaged, and had great enjoy- 
‘ment; and I think the world seemed to lose its 
| hold of me a good deal : but somehow that feel- 
|ing all went down, and I lost it. You know 
how it is; we never shall keep steady till we 
get to heaven.’ 

‘ But pray, brethren, what does the apostle 
mean, when he says, Be ye steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord ?? 
says X. 

‘Well—yes, that is our duty, to be sure; 
but somehow we don’t come up to it ; nobody 
does.’ 


We need not pursue the image farther. Our 
readers can carry it owt for themselves. But 


will not every one see that the apostolic and 
primitive Christian experience is so high above 
what is at present expected or attempted by 
the mass of the church, that a sudden transla- 
tion into it would be like a new conversion ? 
Would not the individual who found himself 
raised to it from the level of what is commonly 
called a credible Christian profession, fee] him- 
self in a new world, and speak of himself as hay- 
ing in fact come out of darkness into marvelous 
light, and from the bondage of corruption into 
the liberty of the children of God ? 
Ts it not a fact, that there are many who are 
not even seriously and honestly trying to come 
up to this point, and who feel no more sense of 
present obligation to reach it, than they do to 
go to the moon? Is not the current objection 
to even attempting to come into such a state of 
life and feeling, found in the all-prevalent phrase 
— Nobody dogs it. If that is being a Chris- 
tian, who is one?’. . But here in the bi- 
ble we have before us the recorded experience 
of what, by the grace of Christ, men and wo- 
men like ourselves have undoubtedly and in fact 
attained. Is there not then a state of 
feeling in the New Testament, avowed by the 
apostles, and understood by them as of course 
existing in those to whom they wrote, that pre- 
sents a point of attainment high enough, and 
definite enough, and one that can be striven af- 
ter understandingly, because it has in fact been 
attained? Let us set forth some of these points 
distinctly. 
Ist. A state in which the mind is so bent and 
absorbed by the love of Christ, that all induce- 
ments to worldliness lose their power, and the 
mind becomes its indifferent to them as a dead 
body to physical allurements. The whole of 
the 6th of Romans represents this as the state, 
in fact, of those who are under grace. ‘ How 
shall we that are dead to sin dive any longer 
therein, &e. Knowing this, that our o/d man 
is crucified with him, that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should 
not serve sin. For Christ being raised from 
the dead, dieth no more; death hath no more 
dominion over him. Likewise reckon ye your- 
selves also to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God.’ The whole chapter is an expansion 
of the same idea. 
2d. A state in which the Christian acts no 
more principally from constitutional impulse, 
but so steadily and constantly from the impulse 
of Christ, that he ean say, ‘ I am crucified with 
Christ, yet I live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me.’ 
3. This was a favorite mode of expression with 
Paul. He seems to consider himself as so 
borne along beyond himself by the power of 
Christ, that his course of action was more re- 
ferable to Christ than to himself. ‘1 labored 
more abundantly than they all; yet not I, but 
the grace of Christ that was in me.’ 
4th. A state in which we can say, ‘ The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirits 
that we are the children of God. And if chil- 
dren, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Jesus Christ.’ 
5th. A state of mind, finally, in which the 
high devotional language of the Bible becomes 
the spontaneous and habitual language of the 
soul, more in accordance with its constant and 
habitual current of feeling than any other. 
The common state of mind at present in 
professors of religion, seems in most cases to be 
thus described. A strong current of inward 
feeling is constantly inclining them to the world, 


only by hard efforts ; and if these are a mo- 
ment relaxed, they are instantly borne down 
stream. The state represented in the New 
Testament, is one where the whole force of the 
current is turned the other way. The mind is 
going as with an irresistible impulse heavenward, 
and if any accidental causes for a season inter- 
rupt its course, like the interrupted river it 
soon surmounts the obstacle, and urges its way 
the more vehemently. As the bended bow 
springs back when loosed from the string, so 
the soul in this state, though it may casually 
be diverted from its course, still springs back 
with a strong, elastic impulse, toward God and 
heaven! Seasons of high spirituality, in most 
Christian lives, are exceptions, long treasured 
and remembered; but according to the New 
Testament, a season of worldliness, should it 
occur, would form the exception, ever remem- 
bered and deplored. No mention is made of 
such a state, as in any way incidental to the 
Christian course. 

Do any doubt whether such a state of feel- 
ing as has been indicated in this article, is a/ 
present attainable? We will suggest a course 
by which they can satisfactorily test the point. 
Let them take just the same course that they 
would recommend to a friend who doubted 
whether there was such a thing as real conver- 
sion. To such an one they would say—* You 
can try the experiment for yourself. If you 
are converted yourself, you will know, of course. 
So if an individual wishes to know whether the 
position where Paul and John stood, and where 
those stood to whom they wrote, is still open 
for attainment, they can try it for themselves. 
Let them write out for themselves those pas- 
sages that describe this state. Let them, in 
the same serious and earnest manner in which 
they first resolved to put by all worldly consid- 
erations and attend to the salvation of their 
souls, resolve now to make a present and defi- 
nite object of this attempt. Let them. resolve 
to be a Christian after the full New Testament 
model, tho’ not another Christian in the world 
should do it ; and let them daily pray to Him 
who ‘came, to baptize with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire,’ that he would do for them add that he 
ever did for mortal. Let them put the power 
of Christ to a full test: let them resolve that 
they will know how much he is able and willin 
to do for them. ... . Must not this high 
primitive and apostolic experience become the 
common experience of all Christians, before 
Christ can subdue the world ? 





Faith and Nature. 

The ‘natural laws’ are so often arrayed 
against the laws of faith, that a mere listener 
in this lower sphere would be led te suppose 
there is in fact a serious antagonism and rival- 
ry between them. From one side of the con- 
troversy, he learns that faith removes moun- 
tains, raises the dead, heals the sick, transforms 
the character, renews the mind, and saves 
from sin. From the other side, he hears that 
everything is controlled by natural laws, that 
human beings are the creatures of circumstan- 
ces, and that it is natural for them to be sick 
oceasionally, grow old, anddie. Itis, however, 
a spectatorial view of things that leads to the 
conclusion that nature and faith are opposing 
principles: for by piercing through the surface, 
and beholding the exact truth, we see that they 
are co-workers—that faith and nature are both 
expressions of the same life, the result of the 
same Divine purpose, and tend to effect the 
same object, viz., the glorification of Almighty 
power. The creature and the Creator are not 
at war with each other; and God does not use 
his weapon of faith against nature, but only 
against the diabolical spirit that has taken pos- 
session of nature. Sometimes the connection 
is so close between them, that it is difficult to 
see where the blow is aimed. _ 

Looking at nature through Botany, has fur- 
nished us with much food for faith. Will the 
reader glanee at one of the many phenomena 
that attracted our attention. 

In the autumn the leaves decay and fall off, 
the plants dry up, the flowers are no longer 
seen; and the earth on the whole presents a 








had lost its bold on him, and affected him no 


and they come into a spiritual state of feeling 


picture of desolation and decay. ‘‘ Were this 
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picture now presented to us for the first time, 
how gloomy would be the prospect! How lit- 
tle should we expeet the return of life, and beau- 
ty, and fragrance!”? Nature seems dormant, 
and nothing visible leads us to hope that she 
will again put on her many-colored garments. 
But the realjty which exists beneath the su- 
perficial show, is that nature is not asleep, but 
is as busy as ever. She is at work more inle- 
riorly than before, and preparing for the re- 
turn of spring, when the trees will again put 
forth branches and leaves. ‘‘She is turning 
the vital energies of the plants to the formation 
of buds. Those little embryo plants, so nice- 
ly wrapped up in ‘downy scales as to be able 
to bear the coldness of winter, in the ensuing 
spring will come forth from their snug retreats, 
and taking the place of the leaves whieh had 
withered in autumn, will delight us with new 
verdure and beauty.” 
This process isa very good illustratien of 
spiritual experience, and of the operations of 
human life. Man is a plant of God; and like 
the plant of nature he is subject to the sun- 
shine and rain—heat and cold—storm and 
hail. But if, by virtue of faith in Christ, he 
‘hath eternal life,’ he can never cease action. 
There is that in him that never can be smoth- 
ered. Let him be stripped of his foliage as 
perfeetly as Job was, and let tribulation and 
persecution be piled upon him: all this will 
only turn his life inward, to form new buds, 
and prepare for new external glories. Often 
the believer finds himself ‘shut up within him- 
self,’ and cut off almost entirely from outgoing 
effort. He feels poor, and if he judged from 
visible appearances, or from his superficial feel- 
ings, he would be led to exclaim, ‘My God, 
My God, Why hast thou forsaken me?’ And 
yet, the truth is, that this is, in one sense, the 
best part of the Christian’s experience—the 
cause of his fruitfulness. Then his life is 
nourished and strengthened—the inner man is 
renewed. Hence, the apostle Paul says, ‘ We 
glory in tribulation: knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience ; and patience experience ; 
and experience, hope ;’ &c. This is as much 
as to say, (returning to our similitude,) we 
glory in whatever turns the life inward, and 
nourishes the heart of the tree, knowing that 
this process forms the buds of patience, hope, 
&e., which are destined, sooner or later, to 
become branches, bearing luxurious fruit and 
fragrance. The same idea is expressed, per- 
haps more vividly, by Peter, when he says,— 
‘“ ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season 
(if need be) ye are in heaviness through mani- 
foid temptatiors: that the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praise, and honor, and glory, at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 1 Pet. 1: 6,7. 
The comparison we have made is limited.— 
The same process is repeated year after year, 
in the case of plants ; whereas, in religious ex- 
perienee, the time must eeme when there will 
be no alternation of the kind we have described 
—when our life will have reached a state of 
equilibrium, the external fruitfulness corres- 
ponding exactly with the internal nourishment. 
This is the ‘ hope of our calling.’ w, 





pas Some of the women of Vermont have 
peitioned for the privilege of voting in district 
school meetings. The editress of the Windham 
County Democrat—Mrs. Nichols—was permit- 
ted to present the views of the petitioners be- 
fore a committee of the Legislature. 





nay The principle of Free Land to ac- 
tual settlers has been agreed to by the Le- 
gislative and Executive Government of Canada, 
and will presently be applied. <A tract of 
twenty-four millions of acres, lying mainly 
north east of Lake Hwuion,—in the latitude of 
the American mining districts of Lake Supe- 
rior, though in a wilder climate—will, as soon 
as surveyed, be thrown open to the landless in 
gratuitous tracts of 160 acres. Alternate see- 
tions will thus be given away without price, 
those lying between them being reserved for sale 
to cover the expenses of surveying and opening 
the country to immigrants.—V. Y. Tribune. 
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Wind and Steam. 


We believe the Herald and Tribune were the first 
to set the fashion of boasting over their respective 
subscription lists, and betting on the question of cir- 
culation. But we see the fashion begins to be followed 
by rival editors of the religious press. The Obser- 
ver says, since its quarrel with the Independent its 
list of:eubscibers is ‘much larger than ever, and is 
steadily and rapidly advancing.’ The Independent, 
on the other hand, avers that they have received 
nearly four hundred new subscribers ‘within the past 
three weeks.’ 

if we were inclined to boast at all, it would be of 
the smallness of our subscription list. We have but 
a very limited number of subscribers, and yet, gen- 
tlemen, we can, as you see, issue a semi-weekly pa- 
per, and offer it freely to all, without money or 
price. The reason of this is, the discovery and ap- 
plication of a new principle, which is to be in the 
newspaper world what the introduction of steam 
power was to navigation. We carry our power on 
board. ‘You go by an outside force of patrons and 
subscribers, and like the old-fashioned sailing craft, 
are always at the mercy of the wind. If the two- 
dollar subscriptions fail to come in, you can’t go; 
and hence you must watch the weuther, and if the 
breeze fluctuates, you are obliged to trim your sails, 
and sometimes box the whole compass, to catch 
enough to get along. 

At the beat, this is uncertain traveling, and alto- 
gether too slow for the age. We can offer a model 
(small as yet) of an improved craft—one that goes 
on the steam principle, entirely independent of the 
wind. As Dr. Jackson said of steam-ships, ‘ it cuts 
the hurricane asunder, and leaves it behind’.--- 
We have no subscribers or patrons to dictate 
our course or withdraw their support ; and we don’t 
needany. Weare in the first place engaged ourselves 
without hire, and then all our contributors are part- 
ners of equal interest with us in this work. The 
Circular has made one successful voyage as a week- 
ly, and with enlarged and improved machinery, we 
are now extending the experiment. We think gen- 
tlemen of the press would do well to look into the 
new principle, for we are sure in the end, that it will 
distance all competition. 


A Lucky Feat. 

The Pilot schooners of New York form an interes- 
ting feature in the shipping of our bay. The Pilots 
who sail them are evidently bred to a hardy and en- 
terprising course of life. Their business is to un- 
derstand the channels of the harbor, and the bar at 
its entrance, and to take charge of all vessels enter- 
ing or leaving port. For this purpose they cruise 
off our coast in all weathers, the year round, ready 
to board every inward bound vessel with a pilot.— 
Their little duck-like schooners, or pilot boats, (va- 
rying from fifty to a hundred tons,) are often met 
two or three hundred miles from the coast ; and one 
of them jokingly remarked to us the other day, that 
they expect soon to board vessels in the British Chan- 
nel, and show them the way home. We donot know 
the statistics of this profession, but it comprises a 
considerable body of men, who are regularly quali- 
fied and organized into a Board. They have a sys- 
tem of relief and alternation, by which, while a part 
are abroad bringing vessels in, others are at home 
ready to take vessels out. 

A circumstance occurred last week showing the 
skill and intrepidity of these pilots, and the power 
of one of their sea boats. A vessel with a valuable 
cargo bound to N. York, was reported in Friday’s 
papers as waterlogged and abandoned at sea. The 
story was brought by her captain and crew, who 
were taken off by another vessel, and who represen- 
ted that they left their own in a sinking condition, 
without even saving their clothes. The day after 
their arrival with this report, the abandoned vessel 
was safely brought in, having been fallen in with by 
a pilot crew, pumped out, and towed 150 miles at 
the stern of their boat. We give the account of the 
rescue as it appeared in the ship news of Saturday : 

Brie Saran Nasu.—The brig Sarah Nash, 
of Waldoboro, (before reported as abandoned 
at sea) was towed into this port yesterday by 
pilot boat Jabez Williams, No. 9, Captain J. 
Thompson. ‘The following is the Jabez Wil- 
liams’ report: Nov. 17, lat. 39 57, long. 71 
30, at 9 A. M., discovered a dismasted vessel 
bearing E. by N. At 11 A. M. came up with 
her, and found her to be the brig Sarah Nash, 
of Waldoboro’, from Nuevitas, with a cargo of 
mahogany and cigars, bound to New-York.— 
The foremast was carried away about 6 feet a- 
bove the deck. She had a balance reefed 
mainsail set. We boarded her and found her 
totally abandoned, with over 7 feet of water in 
her hold: the foremast was lying alongside to 
windward, hanging by the rigging. We took 
possession of her and commenced clearing the 
wreck, and pumping with the starboard pump, 
which was ia pretty good order. The port 








pump having no lower box, we soon fitted one 





to it, and had both pumps going ; we also com- 
menced bailing from the forecastle ; at 12 made 
our hawser fast and took her in tow, towing 
her to the northward. We took the brig’s 
hawser for a mainstay and set the jib on it; at 
3 P. M. found we had gained 6 inches by con- 
stant pumping; we found her log book and 
manifest in the cabin, from which we learned 
the particulars of her cargo. The cigars were 
stowed in the cabin; one case having been 
broken open, and some boxes taken out. 11 
P. M. had the brig entirely free; 18th, was 
towing the vessel at the rate of 5 knots; we 
were trying to get her into New-London or 
Newport, and finding we could not bring Mon- 
tauk, we bore for New-York; we parted the 
lines during the day four times. Nov. 19, at 
10.15 A. M. passed the Hook, where we 
were taken in tow by steamtug Nahanten, and 
towed to this city. 

On visiting the pilot boat and her prize, we found 
the unfortunate captain of the brig on board, feeling 
rather blank at the sudden reappearance of his aban- 
doned ship, but consoling himself with the assertion 
that he had done the best he could to save her. It 
should be mentioned that his crew consisted of but 
seven men, while the pilot had twelve. The value 
of the property saved is said to be fifteen or twenty 
thousand dollars, a considerable part of which will 
go to the pilot crew as salvage. 





Propagation and Propagandism. 

The following extract is taken from the correspon- 
dence of the St. Louis Intelligencer : 

A Sunday or two since I had the pleasure of 
hearing a sermon upon the plurality of wives, 
from Brother Orson Pratt, as well as the read- 
ing of the original revelation to Joseph Smith 
upon the same subject, by President Young. 
From these I gathered a clearer insight into 
the mysteries of Mormon theology than I had 
ever had before. The Mormons believe in the 
authenticity of the Old Testament, and in the 
divine character, mission, and revelations of 
Jesus Christ. But they further believe that 
similar revelations of the divine will were made 
to Joseph Smith, and are now being made, as 
circumstances require, to Brigham Young, and 
the other patriarchs of the Church. The Mor- 
mons believe in polytheism, as well as _polyg- 
amy. The two go hand in hand. The one 
creates and proves the necessity of the other. 
According to the original ideas of their theol- 
ogy, they are themselves all Gods, and the 
progenitors of Gods, varying in power, intelli- 
gence, and dignity, who have humiliated them- 
selves for a while by appearing upon the earth 
and assuming a human form. 

One of their great duties in their humiliated 
character is to propagate their species, and 
people not only this but also worlds unnumber- 
ed and uncreated, with their descendents,Gods 
like themselves. lence the great necessity 
and reason for the adoption of the system of 
the plurality of wives, for the more speedy ac- 
complishment of this, the great object of their 
being. After death they will ascend to heaven, 
resume their original godship, and there live a 
state of perpetual beatific enjoyment, sur- 
rounded by their numerous wives and posterity. 
In their belief there is no such place as a sep- 
arate, distinct hell. Hell consists simply in 
the deprivation of those who are unworthy, 
from the joys and pleasures of heaven. I wish 


that I had time to give you a brief sketch of 


many of the novel views and ideas developed 
in this original and charactetistic sermon. I 
think that you would find it both curious and 
interesting, and gain from it a more perfect 
and satisfactory idea of the peculiarities of this 
strange religion than you could from most any 
other source. 

The chief glory and consolation of the ladies, 
in the dearth of their other privileges, would 
seem to consist in the honor which they enjoy, 
tothe most liberal extent, of becoming the 
mothers of an endless multitude of infant saints, 
or Gods, as they impiously call themselves and 
their offspring. The number of children in the 
Valley is quite incalevlable. It surpasses all 
belief. Almost every lady who has attained 
the age of womanhood carries one of these ju- 
venile responsibilities in herarms. From this, 


some idea of the rapidly-growing population of 


Salt Lake may be obtained. These. godlike 
infants are usually honored, shortly after birth, 
with some odd biblical or other quaint name, 
such as Zebulon, Erastus, Jedediah, Nehemiah, 
Naptha, and Tamar, and so on. 

One singular idea advanced by Mr. Pratt in 
this discourse I cannot refrain from mention- 
ing. That was, that the principle reason why 
the people of the United States and Europe 
did not adopt the system ofa plurality of wives, 
was that they were too avaricious and_penuri- 
ous to support such large families; that they 
were fast becoming too fond of gold to support 
even a single wife and her offspring. This ex- 
planation of a custom which has heretofore 
been attributed to virtuous principle on the 





part of our people and Europeans, wil! un- 
doubtedly surprise and shock not a few of 
them. The saints are using every endeavour 
to make proselytes to their religion. They are 
sending out missionaries with that object to ev- 
ery quarter of the globe. In a few days some 
80 or 90 of these apostles of Mormonism will 
depart upon their missions, some to the various 
States of the Union, others to the different 
countries of Europe, and others yet to China, 
Hindostan, and other remote regions. They 
are generally selected promiscuously from the 
community of Saints at large, and are some- 
times called upon to depart upon these distant 
missions with not more than a week or ten days 
notice, and without pay or reward. This duty 
they usually perform with cheerfulness and 
alacrity. Mr. Pratt, who delivered the ser- 
mon to which I have alluded, accompanies the 
party on a mission to Washington City, where 
he goes to edit a Mormon paper. Through 
the columns of his journal I have no doubt the 
public will be fully enlightened as to all the 
more important points of Mormon theology, 
including the doctrine of spiritual wives as well 
as others. 

The above suggests a thought or two: 

1. Mormonism being intensely propagative in the 
natural way, is also, by the consistency of its vital 
law, intensely propagative in the spiritual way; 
i.e., its propagation and its propagandism are equal. 
Query, whether this may not be found to be a law of 
universal application ? 

2. Perfectionism, which has been frequently com- 
pared to Mormonism, is, curiously enough, at the 
extreme opposite end of the scale, being theoretical- 
ly abstinent both in respect to propagation and prop- 
agandism. 

8. Naturalists say that in all organic life, 
the propagative tendency is inversely as the val- 
ue of the species: i. e., the meanest forms of life, 
like thistles and musquitoes, are luxuriant in mul- 
tiplying seed, and sending abroad missionaries, 
while all valuable plants and animals, have moder- 
ate propagative tendencies, spending their strength 
principally in perfecting their own usefulness. 





—Perry E. Brocchus, one of the Judges 
who fled from Utah some time since, and re- 
fused to return to their post, is out in the 
Washington Union with a long letter, con- 
demning the action of the adminstration, and 
denying its power to removehim. The Judge 
goes into an extended argument to show that 
the U.S. officers who were appointed to suc- 
ceed the absconding officials, are Mormon poly- 
gamists; and that Uncle Sam, in paying them 
salaries, which are devoted to the support of 
their numerous wives, is in the same immoral 
category.—-Philu. Paper. 





Socialisms. 

The following paragraph azpeared in the Journal 
of Commerce, in 1845, about the time of the highest 
development of Fourierism and Owenism in this 
country : 

It is a curious fact that St. Simonism, Four- 
ierism, and Owenism, the three Socialisms of 
modern times, accurately represent the three 
cardinal modes of human government—Monar- 
chy, Aristocracy, and Democracy, St. Simon- 
ism was to commence with the monarch, and 
was monarchical and pontifical in theory and 
spirit ; Fourierism is particularly aristocratical ; 
and Owenism is essentially democratic. They 
seem to have exhausted the subject, so far as 
human reason is concerned, for it is not possible 
to invent a system which does not assume one, 
or other, of these forms. The fourth, which 
is Theocracy, cannot be invented ; it must be 
bestowed asagift. Tle three socialisms form a 
curious episode in the history of modern times, 
and, when the offense of their presence has 
ceased to exist, their little story will be read 
with interest by the intelligent student of the 
human mind: for i will endisputably convince 
him that there can be no theory of community, 
however fascinating, successfully carried out, 
wnless Curist bz at its head; and no social 
harmony ever permanently established, without it 
is sought for by holiness, and founded in God. 

The conclading statement of this writer is some- 
what remarkable, and so far as it is of the nature of 
a prediction, has been fully verified. We believe all 
the Fourierist associations have either failed, or 
been obliged to go off on a model of their own, quite 
independent of Fourier. The infidel or Owenite 
communities were short lived. Singularly enough, 
John A. Collins, the founder of the most prominent 
one, is now the president and leading operator of a 
California gold-mining Company. 

The failure of these various schools of socialism in 
this country, might have been predicted from the 
fact that they are productions of the o/d world—tor- 
eign importations: not adapted to the native genius 
of our soil. This country is marked out by Provi- 
dence as the foremost in the world—all its circum- 
stances have conspired to make it a leader in the new 
dispensation of progress; and it would be taking a 
step backward, to go to England and France for our 
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theories of society. Every thing indicates that we 
are called to take the /ead in reform, and to show 
them the way; and whoever foolishly attempts to re- 
verse this order, is simply preparing for failure and 
contempt. 

It is a profound and interesting remark that these 
foreign philosophies, St. Simonism, Fourierism, and 
Owenism, represent the three old principles of gov- 
ernment, monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy.— 
In that view, they must necessarily fail; for none 
of these forms of government is the final one: 
they are to be superseded by another principle.— 
The old world has conducted us through these past 
stages of political progress, with their corresponding 
socialisms: it is now our business to take a step in 
advance, and enter the promised land. 
the fourth and final development, is to be produced 
here. As the writer properly observes, it cannot be 
invented, but is the gift of God. Are not all the 
signs present, that God has prepared this nation to 
If this isnot our destiny, we 
Surely that is the next 


receive that gift? 
should like to know what is. 
step before us; and God is even now marshalling 


this people to pass over from the wilderness institu- | 


tions of this world, its governments and laws, to the 
peaceful land of his kingdom. And he is already 
developing a social system to correspond—not a pro- 
duction of English or French ideas, but an influx 
from heaven—not a new embodiment of old princi- 
ples of government, but a new reign of the spirit: in 
the words of the writer above quoted, ‘ a community 
with Curist at its head, and a social harmony that 
is sought for by holiness, and founded in God.’ 





Gerritr Smitu 1x Concress.—The election of Ger- 
ritt Smith as a member of Congress is an interesting 
result of the late election. The 22d Congressional 
District of the State of New York, consisting of the 
counties of Oswego and Madison, gave him a plu- 
rality of nearly two thousand ! Some of the towns 
gave him almost their entire support. 

The election of such a man, the exponent of such 
principles as he holds, from such a District, is quite 
significant. Probably most of our readers know that 
he is an extreme ultraist in regard to Slavery and 
many other things. He wil) assuredly make a sen- 
sation among the wise heads at Washington. We 
are not his partisans, and belong to an independent 
party, as the motto of our paper indicates. Still we 
find occasion for some rejoicing in his election, and 
believe it is portentous of good. There is a pecu- 
liar satisfaction felt in seeing earnest men enter the 
political arena—men that will not shrink from de- 
claring what they consider the truth, be it what it 
may. 

It is amusing to notice how this new movement is 
received by different newspapers. Some are mum. 
Others don’t like Gerritt Smith’s principles and ul- 
traisms, yet they ‘ are not sorry’ that such a man is 
to make his appearance in the councils of the nation. 
But the Anti-Slavery and Free Soil folks can hardly 
contain their joy. Says one paper, ‘Gerritt Smith 
is elected to Congress from the Oswego district.--- 
Hallelujah! Another ‘ greatly rejoices.” Another 
expresses itself thus :— 

Gerritt Smith goes to Congress! Is not that nice, 
and will not the triumphant Democracy have a nice 
time if they attempt to “ resist” agitation, according 
to agreement! Benton, Giddings, Smith, Wade, Xe. 
in the house, to stop agitation, aud keep things 
quiet! Phew! Weshould not wonder if folks in the 


next Congress should go to sleep under the soothing | 
influence of the lullaby which the stop agitation | 


folks have prepared for themselves. 

The Tribune says: 

Weare heartily glad that Gerritt Smith is going 
to Washington. He is an honest, brave, kinil-heart- 
ed Christian Philanthropist, whose religion is not 
quite put aside with his Sunday coat, but lasts him 
clear through the week. We think him very wrong 
in some of his notions of Political Economy, and 
quite mistaken in his ideas that the Constitution is 
inimicial to slavery and that injustice cannot be le- 
galized; but we heartily wish more such great, pure, 
loving souls could find their way to Congress. He 
will find his seat anything but comfortable, but his 
presence there will do good, and the country will 
yet know him hetter and esteem him more highly 
than it has yet done. 

Mr. Smith will not take his seat in Congress until 
a year from its next session. w. 





Js The following article was published in The 
Perfectionist seven years ago, and relates to a state 
of things very different from the present. We are 
now nearly free from the specific difficulties which 
called it forth. Yet it is worth recalling, as an in- 
dex of the spirit and measures which have led us out 
of chaos, and as an exposition of the principles which 
are the basis of our system of criticism, and which 
bind us to prefer internal improvement to external 
propagation. 


The True Basis of Confidence. 


The saints in the times of the primitive 
church, were denominated ‘ the rarruruL in 
Christ Jesus.? They that followed the Lamb 
to war and victory, were ‘called and chosen 
and ratTtHruL.’ (Rev. 17:14.) This is the 
sort of men that are wanted for the defense of 
the truth in the present conflict. We have 
had enough of the mercenaries who enlist for 
a year or two, and desert when stout hearts and 
patient hands are most needed. So long as we 
take no pains and have no arrangeMents for 


Theocracy, | 


ldiscriminating between the faithful and the 
false in our camp, the increase of our numbers, 
iwill only increase distrust and dissension— 
every harvest of converts will be but the seed 
of future treacheries and disasters. 

| For this reason we freely confess that we 
| are far more anxious for internal improvement 
than for foreign conquest. Many of our friends 
and correspondents seem to lavish all their so- 
licitude on ‘‘ them that are without.” Their 
ambition is for victory over the churches, and 
multiplication of converts to holiness. They 
deprecate controversies and rebukes within the 
circle of faith, lest externa) spectators should 
be stumbled. We sympathize with these 
friends only in part. Our rule is to “ do good 
| to all men as we have opportunity, specially to 
them who are of the household of faith.” Our 
chief solicitude is for the purity and faithful- 
ness of those who have joined the standard of 
holiness ; and if the good of either of the par- 
ties must be sacrificed,—if we must either 
stumble those that are without, by rebuking 
the sins of Perfectionists, or suffer corruption to 
| abuse them that are within, by keeping silence 
to save offences, we feel bound to prefer the 
good o* those who are nearest to us. This is 
our apology to those who think that we are too 
severe upon some who claim the name of breth- 
ren among us. 

As confidence is essential to the prosperity 
of the business world, so, and much more, is it 
essential to the prosperity of the world of faith. 
The very foundation of true religion is confi- 
dence in (rod ; and the very first fruit of that 
contidence, which is brotherly love, implies and 
requires confidence of brethren in one another. 
For love without confidence, is either nothing 
but that general benevolence which we are 
bound to exercise toward all men, (which is not 
brotherly love,) or it is a foolish and wicked 
affection like that of the blind sensualist—mere 
animal coneupiscence. 

If we are to love one another with the fami- 
ly love of heaven, (and nothing less than this 
can give us spiritual prosperity as a body,) we 
must have confidence in each other. But con- 
fidence cannot be forced. It must have a good 
and sufficient cause. And the only legitimate 
cause of itis the manifested faithfulness of those 
toward whom it is exercised. We have confi- 
dence in God because we know he is faithful ; 
and this confidence is a firm basis of love. So 
we must know that our brethren are faithful, 
in order that we may confide in them ; and we 
must confide in them before we can truly love 
them. 

Falling in love with one another at first sight, 
and confiding, or trying to confide in any body 
and every body that is called a Perfectionist, and 
talks well about holiness, and makes a show of 
experience and a ‘ good spirit,’ is ali sham-work. 
We have tried it enough to know that whoever 
practices it long, will come to spiritual poverty. 
The credulous, undiscriminating way of doing 
business, is the easiest and pleasantest way for 
the time being. It is not surprising that many 
even love tu be duped in their social attach- 
ments. Itis as great a luxury to a care-hating, 
affectionate spirit, to give itself up to a good 
comfortable delusive friendship, as it is to sink 
into a soft, warm feather bed. But this is not 
{the way to geta spiritual living. Our very 
'hold on God (to say nothing of our comfort 
' with each other) depends on our separating our- 
| selves from evil-doers; for his word to us is, 
|‘ Come out from among them and be ye sepa- 
,rate, and touch not the unclean, and [on this 
condition] I will receive you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters.’ Cultivation of a dis- 
criminating spirit, caution in trusting appear- 
ances, patience in waiting for proofs of faith- 
fulness, and stern fidelity toward those who are 
nearest to us, will he found to be our true spir- 
itual economy in tl:e long run. 

Faithfulness is the true basis of love. It is 
love in a chronic state—security of love. We 
are familiar with the difference between mere 
holiness and security of holiness. There isa 
similar difference between mere love and secu- 
rity of love. We may give a man credit for 
mere love at first sight, if he manifests a ‘ good 
spirit,’ but we cannot safely trust him as being 
in the security of love, till we have proved him 
fatthful. 

For these reasons, we are constrained more 
and more to concentrate our desire and hope 
and rejoicing upon faithfulness, us the central 
glory of all righteousness, and to hold and treat 
unfuithfuiness as the very core of sin. This 
is our apology to those who think we are too 
fond of raking up old histories, and speaking 
out bluntly against those whose past course has 
been unstable and treacherous. 

We beseech all true-hearted brethren to re- 
gard the quality more than the guantity of their 
fellow-believers, and to make proved faithful- 
ness the indespensable condition of confidence 
and honor in our commonwealth. At least we 
hope they will bear with us patiently while we 








endeavor to walk by this rule. 





Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 139. 
(Rerorthp FoR THE Onovesn, Sion 4, 1852.] 
SALVATION BY OUR OWN ARM. 


If we would not make a mystery of sal- 
vation, and find fault without good reason, 
we must understand the principle that makes 
it impossible for God to give us real salva- 
tion, only by enabling us to save ourselves. 
We shall be saved, not by his coming down 
and saving us ina direct way, but by his 
making us strong to overcome the wicked 
one ourselves. There are evil spirits and 
mighty principalities of wickedness over us, 
and enclosing us like a net. God is above 
the net, and entirely free from it: and he is 
able to protect us by the arrangements of 
his providence, and superficial influences of 
various kinds, from being destroyed by it. 
He is undoubtedly able to destroy with a 
stroke the principalities of evil that hold us. 
Now we may imagine that we have a sort 
of claim on him that he should not leave us, 
feeble beings as we are, in such a situation, 
but should interfere between us and our op- 
pressors, and ward off their power, and de- 
stroy their net. That is, we want he should 
save us just as we are, poor feeble charac- 
ters. This is a false view, and God will not 
do any such thing. He will exercise a cer- 
tain care over us, in the application of provi- 
dential, superficial influences, and will 
guard, and interfere, and rebuke the power 
that holds us, sufficiently to let the experi- 
ment go on, but what he will do at last, 
which we shall call salvation, will be to make 
us a principality ourselves, and mightier 
than any of the principalities of evil. We 
are capable of becoming a principality, and 
God will not deliver us by treating us like 
children. He wants to put himself into us, 
and develop in us the mighty resources 
which are in himself. Then we shall not 
stand saying, ‘ I am a poor victim, but God is 
strong., That is not the attitude of salva- 
tion. This is the attitude we shall take: 
“God is strong to destroy these enemies, and 
God and I are one: I can put them down 
—my own spirit is mightier than any of 
them. The same power that raised Christ 
from the dead is in me—the exceeding 
greatness of that power worketh in me.” 

As Christ is the head of all principalities 
and powers, far above all, at the right hand 
of God, omnipotent over death itself, the 
thing to be done is not to make his spirit a 
mere outside protection, but to give it en- 
trance into our hearts, and let it work there 
till we become almighty in ourselves. Our 
faith must take hold of this purpose of God, 
and we must cease to hang on to his out- 
side protection. The exhortation is not so 
much to trust in the Lord’s strength, as to 
BE strong in the Lord, and admit the infinite 
strength of God into our hearts. Let your 
heart be enlarged and emboldened, till you 
feel there is in youalmighty power. If you 
ask too much of this outside protection, you 
will be apt to complain of God that he does 
not take care of you; for itis his very plan 
to let you suffer along till you turn to this 
inward salvation, and so become almighty 
with Christ. 

I find myself continually summoned to 
that enlargement of heart which makes me 
bold to say, when evil presents itself, not 
only that God above is stronger than this 
evil, but I am stronger myself. And none 
should be afraid of exercising their hearts 
in this faith, even if it looks, to begin with, 
like presumption. Perhaps the first experi- 


ment will seem like cant; but there is power | 





in the face of evil. There is no possible 
combination of circumstances or influences 
that can make that confession of Christ in- 
appropriate. There is no possibility of rea- 
sonable discouragement. You can say to 
the worst evil that comes, Christ is not too 
feeble for this thing ; he will not fail before 
it; and Christ isin me, and the same power 
that makes him almighty ayainst it, makes 
me almighty against it. Expect salvation 
to come in your own heart—expect a dis- 
covery of the almighty power of Christ there, 
and not that it will come as an outside pro- 
tection. 

There is very great advantage in this 
method of fighting evil. We fight not with 
flesh and blood, but with principalities and 
powers. At the same time we join our- 
selves to a principality that is above all 
principalities ; we become a part of the al- 
mighty principality ; and are able to destroy 
the works of the devil by the same energy 
that is in Christ, and by which he destroyed 
the power of death. Nowif you take an 
outside view, and conceive of any evil that 
oppresses you—the spirit of covetousness, 
for instance, or the spirit of death—as a 
great army, as something embodied in all 
the world, and you have all the world to 
fight—if you think of the vast multitude 
that are distilling that spirit, and constitute 
the strength of it, and then conceive of your- 
self asa puny individual set to conquer it, 
you take a discouraging view of the case, 
and a false one. No matter how large the 
army that are the constifuents of any given 
spirit, that spirit is a single one, a unit, which 
your single spirit is capable of facing. You 
have notas a single person to face 40,000 oth- 
er persons, but your one spirit is to meet that 
one spirit in single combat ; and all that is 
wanted is more courage, faith and power, in 
you, than there is in that spirit. ‘ One 
shall chase a thousand, and two put ten thou- 
sand to flight.’ No matter how great the 
number, your single spirit is sufficient to cope 
with the whole—all that is wanted, is that 
Christ should come in and back you. You 
meet a principality, and think it is a thou- 
sand against one. It is not: it is one 
against one. Let Satan himself appear, 
who holds the whole world in his spirit, and 
you against him, it is one against one ; 
and if you have more nerve, more spir- 
itual energy than he, you will beat him. 


Or, if you go into numbers and count 
the constituents of your adversary, it is all 
the same, if you will look at both sides, If 
you look behind any evil and say that it is 
backed up by the whole world, then, by the 
same reasoning, you are backed up by all 
heaven ; by the 144,000 who reign with 
Christ, and by an innumerable company of 
angels. If you put millions back of your 
adversary, you must claim as many for 
yourself, and mightier backers, by far, be- 
cause good is stronger than evil. You 
must not give the enemy an advantage, in 
the view you take of his forces, which you 
do not take for yourself in your view of 
your own forces. 

Whichever way the victory turns in the 
clash of two spirits, it determines the victo- 
ry for all that are back of cach. There is 
important spiritual philosophy to be learned 
from the fight between David and Goliath. 


} 3 eye ,e 
The two armies of Israel and the Philistines 


were drawn out against each other in battle 
array, and Goliath came up defying the ar- 
mies of the living God. He was the touch- 
ing point, the exponent or representative of 


and salvation in that exercise of heart—/the spirit of the Philistines, the fighting 


in identifying yourself with the almighty, 
power of Christ, confessing it, and blazing it! 


champion of that principality. David meets 
him, and proves himself the strongest.— 
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Goliath falls. 


their champion fell, were, as to force and 
numbers, just what they were before, yet) 


they fled before the children of Israel with- 
out any power. It was a perfect rout.— 
What great thing bad happened ? they had 
lost a single man among their thousands! 
Yet that was the end of the fight—the 
whole battle was decided by that single com- 
bat. We cannot explain this affair except by 
understanding that the spirit of the whole 
army of the Philistines, which was embodi- 
ed in Goliath, was destroyed—lost its heart 
when he expired. Its strength and pride and 
organization were dead. David’s sling, 
like an electric discharge, carried the fire 
of God into the heart of the whole army, 
destroying its life. Here is an instance of 
one chasing a thousand. David alone put 
ten thousand to flight. We should naturally 
ask, What can David do against so mighty 
an enemy? Matched against them indi- 
vidually, in outside person, he could do no- 
thing ; but matched against the spirit that 
was the uniting element, the vital fire that 
made them one, he could conquer the whole 
of them at a single stroke. We can con- 
quer the worldin the same way. Repre- 
sented by a single spirit, it is no larger than 
we are; and we can come to feel stronger 
than the whole world. Outside numbers 
in persons is no measure at all of power. 


It was in this way that Christ conquered 
the devil for us. He met the spirit that is 
the life of sin, and served it as David did 
Goliath. The principality of evil was de- 
stroyed by a single blow—just one struggle 
between Christ and the devil. ‘ Now,’ said 
he, ‘is the judgment of this world; now 
shall the prince of this world be cast out.’ 
‘ Now I am going to sink the stone in the gi- 
ant’s forehead.’ He did then sink the stone 
into Satan’s forehead which shall carry 
away his whole army with a rout. It takes 
time for word to go through the whole 
army that their champion is fallen; but 
the victory is decided against them. 

It would not do for Christ to let loose his 
actual power against Satan, so as to carry 
the victory through to his total destruction, 
without first training us to come over on to 
his side and take part with him in it, for it 
would be destruction to us; we are on the 
wrong side, and should be carried away with 
the rout. Our salvation depends on his not 
hastening the process. ‘The long-suffering 
of the Lord is salvation.” It is not for 
want of power, but for our salvation that he 
waits, that he may bring to pass this very 
thing, that we may believe on his Son and 
admit the same power into our hearts that 
raised him from the dead. The servants in 
the parable, proposed to gather up the tares; 
but their master said, ‘ Nay, lest while ye 
gather up the tares, ye root up also the 
wheat with them.’ For the same reason 
God holds back from destroying the wicked. 
He cannot destroy the wicked, without de- 
stroying the righteous, until he can get the 
righteous to separate themselves, by coming 
over on to his side. They must get faith 
before it will do for Christ to let-loose his 
destroying agency. 

Do you think that you have a hard time 
in the netof evil? The truth is, the trouble 
you suffer is really the pressure of God 
on your enemy, the judgment bearing down 
on Satan; and to ask God to crush your 
enemy, would be to ask him to put more 
pressure on you. It would not be wise to 
ask that, but your true way is to pray for 
more faith, and confess Christ almighty in 
you: thus you join yourself to the other 
side, and give God a chance to destroy the 





Now the Philistines, when! devil without destroying you. He is‘ina 


readiness to revenge all disobedience, when 
your obedience is fulfilled.’ It would not 
do to revenge disobedience before—the 
blows that strike vengeance into the spirit 
of disobedience would hit you. ‘Come out 
from among them, and be ye separate ;’ 
then the Lord can destroy the unclean. 

It is not the wicked million, but the 
wicked one that we have to conquer. All 
evil is summed up ané concentrated into one 
single spirit that your own spirit is a match 
for, and you have Christ to back you in con- 
quering it. You can say, ‘I am able to 
overcome, myself; I dont want any outside 
help; I can go up and possess the land.’— 
Here is a chance for godly egotism. You 
need not be afraid to use the word I, when 
you have fortified it with faith and almighty 
power behind. ‘This is the true confession 
of Christ. All who are saved will have to 
go through more or less of that experience 
described by the prophet :—‘I looked and 
there was none to help; andI wondered 
that there was none to uphold : therefore 
MINE OWN ARM brought salvation unto me, 
and my fury it upheld me.’ ‘There is 
godly philosophy in this experience. He 
looked and there was none to help: he 
looked round for this outside help, and 
wondered that no savior appeared—that he 
was left alone. The very object of that 
abandonment was to bring about the result 
which took place; therefore his own arm 
brought salvation unto him. When his out- 
side gazing ended in wonder, and all but com- 
plaint, then he turned inward to the resour- 
ces of his own heart, and behold there was a 
nerve in his own arm that was enough. So 
we shall find when we despair of outside help, 
the omnipotence of God himself will be 
developed in us. 

Table-Calk, by J. H. N.--No. 39. 
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Oct. 10, 1852. 

It appears to me that there is a close con- 
nection between the want of appetite and 
death. The want of appetite is a state 
in which there is no affinity between life and 
its true partner, the material of food: the 
things which God made and joined together 
are put asunder. As the soul is joined to 
the body in its natural state, so the appe- 
tite joins to itself food as its body, in the nat- 
ural state. If then an individual has a life 
that has ceased to have a disposition to join 
to itself abody, it isdead. An unnatural 
modification of it has taken place: it has 
lost its love. This is an almost universal 
symptom in sickness. There may be dis- 
eases in which the appetite is inordinate, as 
it is said to be in consumption; but I im- 
agine that even here, there is on the whole, 
a want of appetite—that what passes for an 
appetite in consumption, is not really an ap- 
petite: it isnot a living desire that has 
chemical action in it, but there.is a sense of 
emptiness—a need of something that seeks 
relief in eating. 

We must distinguish between all substi- 
tutions for appetite, and true appetite itself 
—the natural appetite for food. That is a 
thing widely distinguished from all actions 
of the mind and will. A man will take 
medicine, not because he has an appetite, 
but because he considers it his duty, and 
because he thinks it will do him good. A 
vast amount of eating is done in that way, 
under the inducement of other influences 
than the true affinity of life for food. 

It is certain that loss of appetite is a con- 
comitant of almost every kind of sickness ; 
and when sickness ends in death, there is a 
total abandonment of the action between life 
and its material envelope, so that the con- 








summation of loss of appetite, which is death, | 


corresponds in its nature to the previous pro- 
cess. We might generalize all diseases, and 
reduce them to one, viz.: loss of appetite. — 
That is the grand conductor, or river, into) 
which all diseases run, and which leads into 
the great ocean of death—total separation | 
of body and soul. Herein lies the definition | 


New York Crystal Palace. 
The success which attended the London Exhibition 
has stimulated other nations to repeat the effort 
Austria and Ireland have already had their World’s 


| Fairs; extensive preparations, we read, are being 


made for one in Paris in 1854; and a building for 


the same object is now being erected in the city of 


N. York. 
From the papers we gather the following statistics, 
relative to The World’s Palace in New York City, 


The first pillar was raised on the 6th inst. 


of death, considered as a diseased state—the | for the Exhibition of the Industry of All Nations : 


definition of the state of those who are prop-| 
erly in Hades, and not in the resurrection | 
with Christ. They are spirits who have lost| 
their appetite. It makes no difference how) 
peaceful and wise they may be, or whether | 
they are in heavenly paradises ; if they have | 
lost their fondness for the good things that 
God has made in this world, they are in a to- 
tally diseased state. They have lost their 
affinities—they are as different from what 
God made them, as lime which is slaked is dif- 
ferent from quicklime, or as steel that was 
once magnetized and has lost its magnetism is 
different from what it was when it had mag- 
netic power. Now see the difference be- 
tween that state and the resurrection.— 
Christ is the beginning of the resurrection, 
‘the first born from the dead,’ and we per- 
ceive that he had not lost his appetite—had 
not lost his affinity for food. All Hades was 
not able to hold him, was not able to rob him 
of his attractions or affinities, and in three 
days he rescued his body and entered into 
combination with it. What then? Why, 
the first thing he says when he meets his dis- 
ciples, is: Have ye any meat? There was 
no cant in that matter. He had a keener 
appetite than ever before for something to 
eat ; and he did eat a piece of broiled fish, 
and of an honey-comb. ‘That I consider a 


beginning, or specimen of the resurrection 
state, and that Christ, as he raises up his 
elect in the resurrection, restores their origi- 
nal tone of appetite. The resurrection is 
essentially the recovery of affinity for matter. 

‘ Except ye be converted and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.’ Now little children 
have the keenest appetites and the most 
lively interest in food ; and it is when they 
depart from the simplicity of childhood, that 
they lose their healthy tone in this respect. 
When I say that life in its true state has an 
affinity for matter,I mean that God’s life from 
which we proceeded, has a wonderful affinity 
for matter, as it is seen in all creation. 





Bey We are informed that a gentleman in 
‘ fair and regular standing’ in the congregation 
of one of our city churches, entered Tolman’s 
musi¢ store a day or two since, and stated his 
wishes in this wise : 

‘Have you Solomon’s Song? I want to geta 
copy.’ 

‘No, no,’ said the salesman, not being able 
to recollect at the moment any lithographed 
sheet with that title, ‘No, I am afraid not.’ 

‘ Ah,’ said the amateur, drawing on his kid, 
‘perhaps it isn’t out yet. Our pastor spoke of 
it last Sunday as a production of great genius 
and beauty, and I want my daughter to learn it.’ 

The shopman with what gravity he could 
command, regretted that he had no copies in 
yet, and the customer left just in season to save 
the vest buttons of the book-keeper at the desk. 
—Sunday News. 





A New Cure Atu.—Mrs. Credulous issues the fol- 
lowing certificate through the Belknap Gazette, and 
though it appears to be an advertisement, we insert 
it without fee or reward, for the benefit of her nu- 
merous relatives throughout the country.— Water 
Cure Journal. 


I, Cordelia Credulous, have been for years suffer- 
ing from universal debility, spine in the back, tape- 
worms, rheumatis, and a long standing rebellious 
complaint, making me desput costic betimes, and 
besides these I have not felt well myself; so it was 
not long before was brought very low, and my 
most impudent friend did not know me, and the 
regular faculties did not expect me to live from 
one end to another. After years of suffering and 
sorrow, Aunt Dorothy Tripnose recommended as the 
last resort that I should try a few bottles of the Pic- 
torial Accelerated Compound extract of Gill-over-the 
ground and the Syrup of Ignoro and Hucleberries, 
and to be sartain it had the proprietor on it, for 
none other was genuine. I have taken three bottles 
and am a new cretur, and I expect by the time I 
have taken six bottles more, I shall get the spine out 
of my back entirely. I now cheerfully recommend 
this medicine to all, sick or well.—Corpetia,Crepu- 
LOUS. 





The form of our government, and the Constitu- 
tional restrictions imposed on our State and Federal 
action, rendered it impossible that the affair should 
be as it was in England, taken up and carried on by 
Government; and it therefore became necessary to 
rely on individual enterprise and activity. —New- 
York was naturally selected as the spot; and on the 
3d day of January 1852 the municipal authorities of 
that city granted a lease of Reservoir Square for the 
object. The Legislature was then applied to, and 
granted a Charter of Incorporation to the Associa- 
tion for the industry of all nations. Then the codp- 
eration and countenance of the Federal Government 
was secured, so that foreign goods are to be admitted 
duty-free.—Sir Joseph Paxton (the great architect 
of London’s Crystal Palace,) with great liberality, 
furnished a plan of the building; but the peculiar 
shape of the ground rendered it impossible to use it. 
Many other plans were offerel—from which one af- 
ter much consultaticn was selected. 

The main features of the building are as follows : 
It is, with the exception of the floor, entirely con- 
structed of iron and glass. The general idea of the 
edifice is a Greek cross, surmounted by a dome at 
the intersection. Each diameter of the cross will be 
865 feet 5 inches long. There will be three similar 
entrances: one on the Sixth Avenue, one on Forti- 
eth, and one on Forty-second street. Each en- 
trance will be 47 feet wide, and that on the Sixth 
Avenue will be approached by a flight of eight steps; 
over each front is a large semi-circular fan-light 41 
feet wide and 21 feet high, answering to the arch 
of the nave. Each arm of the cross is on the ground 
plan 149 feet broad. This is divided into a central 
nave and two aisles, one on each side; the nave 41 
feet wide, each aisle 54 feet wide. The central por- 
tion or nave is carried up to the height of 67 feet, 
and the semi-circular arch by which it is spanned is 
41 feet broad. There are thus in effect two arched 
naves crossing each other at right angles, 41 feet 
broad, 67 feet high to the crown of the arch, and 365 
feet long; and on each side of these naves is an aisle 
54 feet broad, and 45 feet high. The exterior of the 
ridgeway of the nave is 71 feet. Each aisle is cov- 
ered by a gallery of its own width, and 24 feet from 
the floor. The central dome is 100 feet in diameter, 
68 feet inside from the floor to the spring of the arch, 
and 118 feet to the crown; and on the outside, with 
the lantern, 149 feet. The exterior angles of the 
building are ingeniously filled up with a triangular 
lean-to, 24 feet high, which vives the ground plan an 
octagons! shape, each side or face being 149 feet 
wide. At each angle is an octagonal tower 8 feet in 
diameter, and 75 feet high. 

Four large, and eight winding stair-cases connect 
the principal floor with the gallery, which opens on 
the three balconies that are situated over the en- 
trance-halls, and afford ample space for flower deco- 
rations, statues, vases, ete. The four principal stair- 
cases consist of two flights of steps with two landing 
places to each ; the eight winding staircases are pla- 
ced in the octagonal towers, which lead also to small 
balconies on the tops of the towers, and to the roof 
of the building. 

The building contains on the ground floor 111,000 
square feet of space, and in its galleries, which are 
54 feet wide, 62,000 square feet more, making a to- 
tal area of 175,000 square feet for the purposes of 
exhibition. There are thus on the ground floor two 
acres and a half, or exactly 2 52-100; in the galleries 
ono acre and 44-100; total, within an inconsiderable 
fraction, four acres. 

The quantity of iron to be used for the building 
will amount to about 1,250 tons. The roof will cov- 
er an area of 144,000 square feet. The glass for the 
building will amount to 39,000 square feet, in 9,027 
panes, 16 by 34 or 38 inches. 

Such is the building which will soon salute the 
eyes of the city of New York. In asserting that it 
will be the largest and most beautiful construction 
in the country, nothing bas been said more than it 
deserves. But this is its least merit. The objects 
to which the building is destined form its real re- 
commendation. 

There is offered here to the European and domes- 
tic producer an unequalled opportunity of display- 
ing the works of his skill, without any eharge from 
the time they enter the building till withdrawn.— 
The Association have already made public the fact, 
that their object is Hxhibition alone, and that they 
have no interest whatever, direct or indirect, in the 
final disposition to be made of articles displayed. 
They thus avoid coming in conflict with any branch 
of regular industry. There will be gathered here 
the choicest products of the luxury of the Old World, 
and the most cunning devices of the ingenuity of the 
New. The interests of Manufacture, Commerce, and 
the Arts, will all find encouragement and protec- 
tion within these walls, and another guarantee will 
be given to the permanence of peace. Here will be 
collected multitudes of all nations; but the great 
and crowning feature of the enterprise is, that it will 
offer amusement and recreation to the working class- 
es, such as they can find no where else; that it will 
be a Pauace ror TuE Peor.e. 

The Exhibition is to open on the 2d of May, 1853. 

—We will only remark that these World’s Fairs 
indicate that national prejudices and national ego- 
tisms are being displaced by the truths ef solidarity 
and universal brotherhood. Now the French and 
the English, the 'Turks and the Russians, the Chinese 
and the Spaniards—individuals of many tongues, 
and from many lands—can mingle in one enterprise ! 
Does it not foreshadow the time when there will be 
but one nation, named after one name--when all 
things shall be gathered together in Christ? = w. 
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R. 8S. DeLatre; M L. Worden; H. Allen; W. V. 
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